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Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB)
								Bridge House
The Point
Lions Way
Sleaford
      NG34 8GG

Tel FOI team: 01246 514965 
E-mail FOI team: agem.lincolnshireicb.foi@nhs.net  
Web: www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
											30 March 2023
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – DECISION NOTICE

Dear Requester
FOI Reference Number: 70306

I refer to your email of 03 March 2023 requesting information in relation to inequalities in elective waiting times.

I can confirm on behalf of NHS Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) and in accordance with S.1 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) that we do hold the information that you have requested. A response to each element of your request is detailed below.
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, could you please provide the following information?
 
· Has the trust completed any analysis of inequalities in elective waiting times based on a) ethnicity of patients b) socio-economic/ IMD status of patients c) any other characteristic?
Yes – ethnicity and IMD decile
 
If so:
· Please could you provide details on what the trust has analysed - including how many patients, which ethnic/ economic groups and over which timeframe. 
Analysed:
· Waiting Times by Ethnicity (Experienced Wait for First Outpatients) in 2021/22
the experienced wait based on those patients that attended a first outpatients appointment using the request received date and the attendance date during the period for Routine and Urgent priority types.
Data split by following ethnic groups:– white British, any other white background, Chinese, Irish, white and Asian, white and black Caribbean, any other ethnic group, any other mixed backgrounds, Indian, white and black African, African, any other Asian background, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Caribbean, any other black background 

· Waiting Times by Deprivation (Experienced Wait for First Outpatients) in 2021/22
Analysis for all 3 priority types (Routine; Urgent; Two Week Wait) and shows the average experienced wait based on the request received and attendance dates, split by IMD decile

Timeframe for both - April 2021 to December 2021

What were the results of this analysis, were any disparities in waiting times identified between the groups described above? If so, please give figures on the disparities identified. 
Waiting times by ethnicity
Routine: Average waiting time for white British ethnicity is 15.33. The Chinese community have the longest wait at 21.5 weeks followed by Irish (20.9 weeks), White and Asian (16.44) and White and Black Caribbean (15.47). Those of other white background (consisting of mainly of those with eastern European background) have a shorter waiting time at 11.8 weeks.
The above data is based on all routine referrals, with a broad range of severity, and has not been adjusted for clinical need. Further work is required to understand and confirm whether the variation seen is due to ethnic background or other factors. 

Urgent: Gap of 9.47 days between the groups for longest wait (Asian - 35.98 days) and shortest wait (Other Ethnic Groups - 26.51 days). For white British the wait is 33.84 days.

Waiting times by Deprivation

Routine -Slightly longer wait in the most deprived decile (15.3 weeks) when compared to the least deprived (14.4 weeks). For medical specialties those living in the most deprived areas waited 8% longer. In surgical specialties there is a shorter wait for those in the most deprived areas with the wait on average 7% lower.

Urgent - very little variation between the least and most deprived areas. For medical specialties the least deprived can expect a 15% shorter wait (5 days), this is reversed for surgical specialties with the least deprived waiting on average 4 days less (14%).

2 week wait - longer wait for those in the most deprived area (3.3 weeks) when compared to all other deciles, ranging from 1.87 weeks for decile 10 (the least deprived) to 2.5 for decile 3.

Has the trust published this analysis? If so- please send a link. If not, please explain why
No – this is an internal document – initial analysis to support development of the Health Inequalities programme.

Could you also summarise any action the trust has taken in response to the analysis described above? 
We are establishing a project in 22/23 to Identify health inequalities, and address barriers, within the elective care outpatient waiting list. Further deep dive analysis will be completed as part of this project. 
 
If not:
· please could you detail a) whether the trust is planning any analysis of health inequalities in elective wating times b) what this analysis will cover c) when this will be carried out and d) what the trust is doing to ensure equitable treatment of different groups on elective waiting lists. 
· Is the trust planning to publish this analysis? If not, please explain why.
· If the trust is not planning any analysis as described above, please explain why not.

I hope that this answers your queries with the information we currently hold, but if I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to

Arden & GEM Greater East Midlands Commissioning Support Unit
FOI TEAM/Corporate Communications Team
1st Floor, St John’s House
East Street
Leicester
LE1 6NB

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided the ICB.

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: telephone 0303 123 1113, 
email icocasework@ico.org.uk and https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ 

Under the terms of the Open Government Licence, you may use and re-use the information provided within this response (not including logos or photographs), free of charge in any format or medium; unless identified as another party’s copyright.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 

Yours faithfully

Lindsay Parker
Senior Freedom of Information Officer

On behalf of 
NHS Lincolnshire ICB


               Sir Andrew Cash, Interim ICB Chair and Mr John Turner, Chief Executive
               www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
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