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Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB)
								Bridge House
The Point
Lions Way
Sleaford
      NG34 8GG

Tel FOI team: 01246 514965 
E-mail FOI team: agem.lincolnshireicb.foi@nhs.net  
Web: www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
											24 April 2023
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – DECISION NOTICE

Dear Requester
FOI Reference Number: 70442

I refer to your email of 25 March 2023 requesting information in relation to care in Spalding. 

I can confirm on behalf of NHS Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) and in accordance with S.1 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) that we do hold the information that you have requested. A response to each element of your request is detailed below.

We would like to know how the contract for care in Spalding and south holland was allocated and all the dates etc we need to see.

1. The contract was subject to an open tender competitive tender process undertaken in accordance with the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 under the One Stage Light Touch Regime.  
1. The Invitation to Tender was published on 14 November 2022.  The timelines and requirements to respond as well as information related to the service and service specification and prices were included in the published tender documents.  The published documents are available via the following link:
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk/Notice/032284-2022?origin=SearchResults&p=1 
1. The deadline for response to tenders was extended from that published in the tender documents by 2 weeks in response to a request from potential bidders.
1. The submitted bids were evaluated by a multi-disciplinary team including individuals from clinical, finance, contract, IT and HR disciplines.  All evaluators singed and submitted conflicts of interest declarations.  
1. Scores awarded to each bidder by each evaluator were moderated to produce a single consensus score and consensus narrative.  
1. The moderated scores were used to determine which bidders were recommended for award of contract and the award recommendation included in a report submitted to the ICB Director of Finance for consideration of approval of award.
1. Evaluation was not based on relative costs.  Prices are fixed for each hour and the pricing framework is included in the tender documents.
1. Bidders were notified of the award outcome on 3 March 2023.  A statutory standstill period commenced immediately after this date and ended at midnight on 13 March.  There were no challenges to the award raised during the standstill period.





1. In order to inform and engage with the market on the new contract, five Market Engagement Events were held in June / July 2022, (2 on 8 June, 2 on 15 June, 1 on 20 July).  56 people attended from 46 separate organisations.  2 feedback events were held on 9 November 2022.  50 people attended.
1. An e-mail publicising the events was sent to the e-mail address on file of all current providers in advance of the events.    

Who applied for the tender and all costings.

1. 8 bidders submitted bids in response to the tender.  Details of awarded bidders will be published on the Find a Tender Service portal in due course and after formal contracts have been signed.  
1. As stated above – prices were determined by the ICB and are included in the tender documents.

All contracts please as it was stated this morning that you have been working with CQC and they have recommended the four main providers. However upon speaking to CQC they have said that they had not given these recommendations. 

1. The ICB has no knowledge or record of stating that CQC recommended the four main providers.

I hope that this answers your queries with the information we currently hold, but if I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to

Arden & GEM Greater East Midlands Commissioning Support Unit
FOI TEAM/Corporate Communications Team
1st Floor, St John’s House
East Street
Leicester
LE1 6NB

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided the ICB.

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: telephone 0303 123 1113, 
email icocasework@ico.org.uk and https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ 

Under the terms of the Open Government Licence, you may use and re-use the information provided within this response (not including logos or photographs), free of charge in any format or medium; unless identified as another party’s copyright.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 

Yours faithfully
Philip Humphreys
Corporate Senior Manager
Arden & GEM CSU
On behalf of 
NHS Lincolnshire ICB




               Sir Andrew Cash, Interim ICB Chair and Mr John Turner, Chief Executive
               www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
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