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Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB)
								Bridge House
The Point
Lions Way
Sleaford
      NG34 8GG

Tel FOI team: 01246 514965 
E-mail FOI team: agem.lincolnshireicb.foi@nhs.net  
Web: www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
											15 May 2023
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – DECISION NOTICE

Dear Requester
FOI Reference Number: 70592

I refer to your email of 19 April 2023 requesting information in relation to cataract operations.

I can confirm on behalf of NHS Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) and in accordance with S.1 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) that we do hold the information that you have requested. A response to each element of your request is detailed below.

1. For the ICB and its predecessor CCGs, could you please provide the following
information regarding cataract operations:

	
	21/22
	22/23

	Total Expenditure on
Cataract Operations
	£6,960,489
	£10,098,150

	Expenditure with
independent non-NHS
providers
	£4,806,747
	£7,924,415

	Expenditure on NHS
Providers
	£2,153,742
	£2,173,734

	Activity carried out by
independent non-NHS
providers
	6241
	10167

	Activity carried out by NHS
providers
	3204
	2932



2. Could I also ask the ICBs that were not able to provide data to our previous request
(Columns D and R in the dataset, where 1 indicates a partial data and 0 indicates no
data) revisit this request, and provide the above data for the years 2018-19, 2019-20
and 2020-21.
Not applicable – this information has already been provided in the previous FOI request Ref. 69996

Finally, we hoped to ask for information in the form of a summary of information (Section 11) held by the organisation.
Broadly speaking, the major confounding factor to analysing the balance of NHS vs
Independent spend on eye-care is the pandemic, and the funding model that brought. While the national block funding policy may be consistent, how each Trust responded may be different and each will have many local factors at play. So, in light of the the figures requested above and the information provided previously, could we ask for:

3.	A paragraph or two summary of information the ICB holds on:
A)	How pandemic pressures impacted spend on cataract surgeries or activity
B)	How COVID block-funding affected spend on cataract surgeries or activity
C)	Any local factors which were particularly important to the spend on cataract surgeries or activity

The COVID pandemic impacted on cataract activity in the following ways
· At certain points during the COVID pandemic elective patient care, including Cataract Surgery, was not carried out or was greatly reduced
· Some patients chose to delay treatment while the Pandemic was at its height
· As the pandemic eased activity was stepped up to deal with the increased number of patients waiting for care

Block funding helped providers to continue to provide care, as much as reasonably possible during the uncertainty of the pandemic.  Funding for independent sector organisations has now reverted to Cost per case.


If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to

Arden & GEM Greater East Midlands Commissioning Support Unit
FOI TEAM/Corporate Communications Team
1st Floor, St John’s House
East Street
Leicester
LE1 6NB

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided the ICB.

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: telephone 0303 123 1113, 
email icocasework@ico.org.uk and https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ 

Under the terms of the Open Government Licence, you may use and re-use the information provided within this response (not including logos or photographs), free of charge in any format or medium; unless identified as another party’s copyright.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 

Yours faithfully

Lindsay Parker
Senior Freedom of Information Officer

On behalf of 
NHS Lincolnshire ICB


               Sir Andrew Cash, Interim ICB Chair and Mr John Turner, Chief Executive
               www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
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