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Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB)
								Bridge House
The Point
Lions Way
Sleaford
      NG34 8GG

Tel FOI team: 01246 514965 
E-mail FOI team: agem.lincolnshireicb.foi@nhs.net  
Web: www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
											23 May 2023
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – DECISION NOTICE
Dear Requester
FOI Reference Number: 70656

I refer to your email of 24 April 2023 requesting information in relation to Ophthalmology services.

I can confirm on behalf of NHS Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) and in accordance with S.1 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) that we do hold some of the information that you have requested. A response to each element of your request is detailed below.

Dear ICB, As per the freedom of information act, I would like to request the following information regarding ophthalmology services: 

For questions 7,9 and 15 please note the following:
· The information detailed below may differ from information secured directly from the providers.  The reason for this is the data I present below is based on a high level search of Datix using the criteria listed, and a summary review of the incident detail.  There is the potential that not all information is identified through the searches, as this would be dependent upon how the information has been uploaded to the national STEIS system by the Trust/defined in the incident description/summary.  
· Datix Searches Completed – Serious Incidents Only:
Search 1 – Search Criteria Used: Free text searching using terms *retinopathy*; *ophthalmology*; *hydroxychloroquine*; *screening*; *eyes*; *glaucoma* and *macular degeneration*
Search 2 – Search Criteria used: SI Criteria from National STEIS System: *treatment delays*; *diagnostic incidents* and *screening incidents*
· The search incorporated dates 1 April 2020 – 9 May 2023

1.	Which of your local trusts Is delivering hydroxychloroquine retinal screening. If private providers then please advise which providers. 
This information is not held by the ICB.  You will need to contact the providers serving the Lincolnshire population directly for this information.  All providers work within NICE or Royal college guidelines as appropriate.

2.	What is their waiting list period for this? 
This information is not held by the ICB.  You will need to contact the providers serving the Lincolnshire population directly for this information. However, I am able to point you to the following website which details some high level waiting time information:
https://www.myplannedcare.nhs.uk/     

3.	How many patients have had their screening completed?
This information is not held by the ICB.  You will need to contact the providers serving the Lincolnshire population directly for this information.

4.	How many patients in total require screening? 
	Please see response to Question 3

5.	How many screening clinics are performed weekly at the trusts / private providers, offering this. Please state trust name and the number of clinics. 
Please see response to Question 3

6.	If private providers are used what are the agreed tariffs for each aspect of the screening. 
NHS Lincolnshire ICB uses the national tariff for Ophthalmology services.

7.	How many incidents / SIs have been recorded over the last 3 years relating to hydroxychloroquine screening (breakdown per year please) 
Incidents – Information not held
Serious Incidents – There were ‘0’ incidents recorded over the last 3 years which included specific reference in the descriptors of hydroxychloroquine screening.

8.	What is the current Glaucoma patient waiting list at each Trust and private provider you manage and contract. 
Please see response to Question 2

9.	How many incidents, near misses or SIs have been recorded relating to glaucoma at each Trust or provider over the last 3 years (breakdown per year please) 
Incidents – Information not held
Serious Incidents – please see the table below:

	United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust (ULHT)
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023

	
	3
	3
	1
	0



10.	Are all glaucoma patients risk stratified at each provider / trust. If so what method and categories are they using.
Please see response to Question 3

11.	How many new glaucoma patients are waiting to be seen. 
Please see response to Question 3

12.	If private providers are used what are the agreed tariffs. 
NHS LICB uses national tariff for Ophthalmology services

13.	How many stable AMD patients are seen at each Trust for monitoring. 
Please see response to Question 3

14.	What is the waiting list at each provider for AMD patients that are stable. 
Please see response to Question 2




15.	How many incidents / SIs have been recorded over the last 3 years relating to AMD care at each Trust (breakdown per year please) 
Incidents – Information not held
Serious Incidents – please see the table below

	
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023

	North West Anglia NHS Foundation Trust (NAFT)
	
	1
	
	

	United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust (ULHT)
	1
	1
	
	


*Please note – multiple incidents reported in relation to waiting list follow up, initially reported individually, then grouped together by the Trust (ULHT) for subsequent reporting/investigation.

16.	If private providers are used what are the agreed tariffs. 
NHS LICB uses national tariff for Ophthalmology services

17.	For all private providers used for ophthalmology can you declare which consultants / Doctors have a financial interest with them that also work for the NHS trusts.
Please see response to Question 3. 

I hope that this answers your queries with the information we currently hold, but if I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to

Arden & GEM Greater East Midlands Commissioning Support Unit
FOI TEAM/Corporate Communications Team
1st Floor, St John’s House
East Street
Leicester
LE1 6NB

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided the ICB.

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: telephone 0303 123 1113, 
email icocasework@ico.org.uk and https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ 

Under the terms of the Open Government Licence, you may use and re-use the information provided within this response (not including logos or photographs), free of charge in any format or medium; unless identified as another party’s copyright.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 





Yours faithfully

Lindsay Parker
Senior Freedom of Information Officer

On behalf of 
NHS Lincolnshire ICB





































               Sir Andrew Cash, Interim ICB Chair and Mr John Turner, Chief Executive
               www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
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