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15 September 2023

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – DECISION NOTICE

Dear Requester
FOI Reference Number: 71448

I refer to your email of 23 August 2023 requesting information in relation to the process of allocating NHS funds for NHS patients sent to Private Hospitals and Clinics for treatment.

I can confirm on behalf of NHS Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) and in accordance with S.1 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) that we do hold some information in relation to your request. A response to each element of your request is detailed below.

Please can you explain the process of allocating NHS funds for NHS patients sent to Private Hospitals and Clinics for treatment, especially in terms of your ICB budget. I would be grateful if you can also tell me who is responsible (roles) for setting and managing these budgets within your ICB.

All systems (ICS) receive a funding allocation annually through their Integrated Care Board (ICB) based primarily on a population-based distribution model.  Healthcare services are commissioned from a variety of providers based on a range of factors including capacity, quality and choice.  Each year, NHS organisations individually (and collectively as Integrated Care Systems) undertake a comprehensive planning round to agree and align on best use of available resources (estate, people and finance) to meet the demands of the population within the areas they serve.

The NHS policy of patient choice allows patients referred for elective care and some mental health services to choose the provider that they are referred to.  This includes the choice to be referred to a private sector provider hospital or clinic if they hold an NHS contract.  This means that, whilst annually ICS commissioning plans reflect estimated general levels of demand for healthcare, the final commissioning of healthcare for each service used rests with their choice of provider.  Payments to private hospitals and clinics are made in accordance with nationally set payment guidance which for elective care includes tariffs (prices) linked to the procedure that is undertaken.


I hope that this answers your queries with the information we currently hold, but if I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to

Arden & GEM Greater East Midlands Commissioning Support Unit
FOI TEAM/Corporate Communications Team
1st Floor, St John’s House
East Street
Leicester
LE1 6NB

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided the ICB.

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: telephone 0303 123 1113, 
email icocasework@ico.org.uk and https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ 

Under the terms of the Open Government Licence, you may use and re-use the information provided within this response (not including logos or photographs), free of charge in any format or medium; unless identified as another party’s copyright.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 

Yours faithfully

Lindsay Parker
Senior Freedom of Information Officer

On behalf of 
NHS Lincolnshire ICB

Dr Gerry McSorley, Acting ICB Chair and Mr John Turner, Chief Executive
www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk


image1.png
NHS

Lincolnshire
Integrated Care Board




