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Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB)
								Bridge House
The Point
Lions Way
Sleaford
      NG34 8GG

Tel FOI team: 01246 514965 
E-mail FOI team: agem.lincolnshireicb.foi@nhs.net  
Web: www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
											24 May 2023
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – DECISION NOTICE

Dear Requester
FOI Reference Number: 70706

I refer to your email of 03 May 2023 requesting information in relation to the ICB’s Clinical Commissioning Policy for Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES).

I can confirm on behalf of NHS Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) and in accordance with S.1 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) that we do hold the information that you have requested. A response to each element of your request is detailed below.

Please can you provide me with the following information:

1. The Current Clinical Commissioning Policy for Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) for adults and children for drop foot of central neurological origin and upper limb dysfunction for ICB area QJM Lincolnshire ICB including former CCGs listed below:
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There is a criteria within the NHS Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) Prior Approval Policy: CG 003 - Prior Approval Policy (icb.nhs.uk), under Section 15 Neurology treatment policies criteria – Functional Electronical Stimulation (FES) – Lower Limb, page 71.
Please see below:

	[bookmark: _Toc128570439]Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) – Lower limb

	Prior Approval Required  

	The ICB has deemed that the wired version of Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) using skin surface electrodes in adults and children with foot drop of neurological origin should not routinely be commissioned, unless all the following criteria is met:

1. The patient has foot drop caused by upper-level nerve damage

1. The patient has been assessed by a specialist in foot drop of neurological origin and all treatment options have been considered


1. There is evidence that foot drop has caused trips or falls, or gait issues causing significant clinical problems

1. The patient can walk a minimum of 10 metres independently (+/- aids)

1. The patient can physically manage a FES (+/- minimal assistance)

1. The patient’s cognitive ability is such that they can manage a FES independently

1. The patient does not have co morbidities which would affect their capacity to benefit from FES

1. The patient does not have any of the accepted clinical contraindications to FES

1. Clear FES treatment goals and expectations of benefit are outlined

EXCLUSION:
Other types of FES (implanted or wireless) are not routinely commissioned, as this policy only covers lower limb FES for foot drop.

For further information, please refer to:

NICE Guidance IPG278 on Functional electrical stimulation for drop foot of central neurological origin: Overview | Functional electrical stimulation for drop foot of central neurological origin | Guidance | NICE

NICE Guidance NG220 on Multiple sclerosis in adults: management: Overview | Multiple sclerosis in adults: management | Guidance | NICE

National Clinical Guidance for Stroke: 2016-National-Clinical-Guideline-for-Stroke-5t-(1).aspx (strokeaudit.org)




1. When is the current FES Clinical Commissioning policy due for review?
NHS Lincolnshire ICB’s Prior Approval policy has recently been reviewed between December 2022 to February 2023, which includes the FES criteria.  The current Prior Approval policy (Version 1, March 2023), was published on the ICB’s website in March 2023.

1. Please confirm the name of the Clinical Commissioner with responsibility for this area.
The clinical commissioner is NHS Lincolnshire ICB.

I hope that this answers your queries with the information we currently hold, but if I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to:




Arden & GEM Greater East Midlands Commissioning Support Unit
FOI TEAM/Corporate Communications Team
1st Floor, St John’s House
East Street
Leicester
LE1 6NB

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided the ICB.

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: telephone 0303 123 1113, 
email icocasework@ico.org.uk and https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ 

Under the terms of the Open Government Licence, you may use and re-use the information provided within this response (not including logos or photographs), free of charge in any format or medium; unless identified as another party’s copyright.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 

Yours faithfully

Lindsay Parker
Senior Freedom of Information Officer

On behalf of 
NHS Lincolnshire ICB





































               Sir Andrew Cash, Interim ICB Chair and Mr John Turner, Chief Executive
               www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
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