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Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB)
								Bridge House
The Point
Lions Way
Sleaford
      NG34 8GG

Tel FOI team: 01246 514965 
E-mail FOI team: agem.lincolnshireicb.foi@nhs.net  
Web: www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
											02 June 2023
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – DECISION NOTICE

Dear Requester
FOI Reference Number: 70719

I refer to your email of 04 May 2023 requesting information in relation to diagnostic tests delivered by the community diagnostic centres.

I can confirm on behalf of NHS Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) and in accordance with S.1 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) that we do hold the information that you have requested. A response to each element of your request is detailed below.

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, can you provide the following information:

1. What criteria did Lincolnshire ICS use to decide on the specific procedures, methodologies and equipment that would be used to complete the diagnostic tests delivered by the community diagnostic centres commissioned by the Integrated Care System?
As part of the NHS Guidance for the planning, design and implementation of Community Diagnostic Centres (CDCs), there are a number of specified diagnostic tests which all CDCs are required to provide, (NHS Community Diagnostic Centres: Guidance for planning, design and implementation (June 2022), pages 6 and 7 – see attached file) along with compliance with a number of aims and objectives which also needed to be met.  All CDCs are required to conform to one of three main models: standard (providing the minimum diagnostic tests), large (also providing endoscopy and/or other services) or hub and spoke. The tests being carried out, both in our existing CDC and other CDCs which are currently in the planning process, will be phased in over a number of months, so although not all diagnostic tests are currently being provided, these will gradually be introduced.  These tests will also be subject to continuous review and capacity will be flexed in line with demand as we move forward.

1. What public and patient consultation did Lincolnshire ICS carry out surrounding the specific procedures, methodologies and equipment that would be used to complete the diagnostic tests delivered by the community diagnostic centres commissioned by the Integrated Care System?
As per Question 1 the specific procedures and modalities are set by a national specification. A programme of patient and public involvement has been carried out in three phases by involving public, patients and staff throughout the programme with their views and feedback shaping the principles and future options for the development of CDCs in Lincolnshire.  This has included 


carrying out a number of surveys, development of a patient co-production group, targeted engagement with marginalised groups to discuss the challenges when accessing diagnostic services, what stops patients from accessing these services in the way they would like and what impacts this has and discussing what the benefits are of having a CDC in their area.  The three phases of engagement are underpinned by an ongoing patient experience survey to gather feedback on experiences of the CDC in Grantham, as well as those who attended diagnostic appointments in Lincolnshire hospitals.   Feedback is regularly discussed with programme leads to continuously monitor experiences and make necessary adjustments to improve services.

1. What discussions has Lincolnshire ICS had the on need to adjust the way diagnostic tests are delivered by the community diagnostic centres commissioned by the ICS, to make their delivery of tests and checks more efficient?
National specification on efficiency of services have dictated expected levels of diagnostic activity per site/centre and type of service. More recently this has been adjusted to factor in the need for CDCs to see more complex patients with increased access needs, and therefore improve access to these patient groups. The need for example, to prioritise patients with suspected cancer has been factored into plans.  

1. Which specific procedures are conducted by Healthcare Professionals within each diagnostic test available in the Community Diagnostic Centres commissioned by Lincolnshire ICS; and b) can the ICS provide a list of any applicable NICE Guidance followed within the diagnostic tests carried out in Community Diagnostic Centres commissioned by Lincolnshire ICS?
Please refer to NHS Community Diagnostic Centres: Guidance for planning, design and implementation (June 2022) – see attached file.  At the current time United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust are commissioned for x-ray plain film radiography, non-obstetric ultrasound, MRI, echocardiology, DESP and AAA diagnostic tests at the Grantham CDC.  
I hope that this answers your queries with the information we currently hold, but if I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to

Arden & GEM Greater East Midlands Commissioning Support Unit
FOI TEAM/Corporate Communications Team
1st Floor, St John’s House
East Street
Leicester
LE1 6NB

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided the ICB.

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: telephone 0303 123 1113, 
email icocasework@ico.org.uk and https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ 



Under the terms of the Open Government Licence, you may use and re-use the information provided within this response (not including logos or photographs), free of charge in any format or medium; unless identified as another party’s copyright.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 

Yours faithfully

Lindsay Parker
Senior Freedom of Information Officer

On behalf of 
NHS Lincolnshire ICB


               Sir Andrew Cash, Interim ICB Chair and Mr John Turner, Chief Executive
               www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
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