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Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB)
								Bridge House
The Point
Lions Way
Sleaford
      NG34 8GG

Tel FOI team: 01246 514965 
E-mail FOI team: agem.lincolnshireicb.foi@nhs.net  
Web: www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
											13 June 2023
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – DECISION NOTICE

Dear Requester

FOI Reference Number: 70789


I refer to your email of 15 May 2023 requesting information in relation to the commissioning of pathways for the detection and management of liver disease in primary care.

I can confirm on behalf of NHS Lincolnshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) and in accordance with S.1 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) that we do not hold the information that you have requested. Please see further details below:

The information requested is not held; however liver pathways are currently being reviewed and this review does include all elements contained within the survey. For further information please contact: United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust apart from where indicated below.

Q1.	Name and position of person answering the survey
Not applicable to the ICB.
Q2.	Please enter the name of your ICB
NHS Lincolnshire ICB
Q3.	Do you have a named person within the ICB who is responsible for liver disease?
No
If yes, please move to Q3a
If no, please move to Q3b
Q3a	If yes, please provide the name, title and email address of this person
Name:
Title:
Email address:
Q3b	In the absence of a named contact for liver disease, please provide the name, title and email address of the person who should be contacted regarding liver health
Not applicable to the ICB
Name:
Title:
Email address:




Q4.	Do you have a commissioned pathway for a) the interpretation of abnormal liver blood tests? b) responding to liver disease more generally? Please could you attach/hyperlink any pathway documents to your response.
As indicated above, the ICB does not hold this information.
☐ Yes, pathways for both
☐ Yes, pathway for abnormal liver blood tests
☐ Yes, pathway for responding to liver disease more generally
☐ No pathways for either
If answer to any of these is yes, please move to Q5
If answer is no pathways for either, please move to Q8
Q5.	Is/Are the pathway(s) rolled out across the entire ICB or CCG locality specific?
CCG’s no longer exist having been legally dissolved with effect from 30th June 2023. For further information re the pathway you will need to contact United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust directly.
☐ Yes, across the entire ICB
☐ No, locality specific
Q6.	Does it include an endorsed pathway for the management of abnormal liver blood tests that follows the BSG guidance?
The ICB does not hold this information.
Q7.	Is liver fibrosis assessment part of your pathway?
If yes, please move to Q7a
If no, please move to Q8
Q7a.	Please indicate how fibrosis is assessed (Please tick all that apply):
The ICB does not hold this information.
☐ Fibroscan
☐ ELF Test
☐ FIB-4
☐ NAFLD fibrosis score
☐ iLFTs
☐ Other:
Q8.	Do you have an additional pathway that proactively case-finds individuals who may be at high-risk of liver disease?
The ICB does not hold this information.
If yes, please move to Q9
If no, please move to Q11
Q9.	How does your pathway define individuals as high risk of liver disease? (Please tick all that apply)
The ICB does not hold this information.
☐ Diabetes
☐ Alcohol risk
☐ Obesity
☐ Obesity with other metabolic risk factors
☐ Risk factors for viral hepatitis
☐ Other: 
Q10.	How are these individuals identified? (Please tick all that apply)
The ICB does not hold this information.
☐ At annual chronic disease or year of care review
☐ During the NHS Health Check
☐ Opportunistically during consultations
☐ Using IT system prompts or pop-ups
☐ Other:



Q11.	 Does your contract with Drug and Alcohol Recovery Service providers include providing a liver disease diagnostic test?
This information is not held by the ICB.  This service is commissioned by Public Health. I would recommend you contact Lincolnshire County Council directly for this information.
Q12.	 Does your contract with Weight Management Service providers include providing a liver disease diagnostic test?
This information is not held by the ICB.  This service is commissioned by Public Health. I would recommend you contact Lincolnshire County Council directly for this information.
Q13.	Does the ICB monitor the breadth of adoption and efficacy of liver disease pathways in primary care in your area?
The ICB does not hold this information.
If yes, please move to Q14
If no, please move to Q15
Q14.	Where are these statistics published?
The ICB does not hold this information.
Q15.	Are you aware of current statistics relating to liver disease in your area and do you monitor these? 
The ICB does not hold this information.
Q16.	Which Community Diagnostic Centre(s) serve your ICB?
There is currently one Community Diagnostic Centre in Grantham. For further information you will need to contact United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust directly.
Q17.	Is/Are your local Community Diagnostic Centre(s) used for liver disease diagnostics? For further information you will need to contact United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust directly.
Q18.	Would you be willing to share your pathway information with other ICBs for best practice purposes?
Not applicable to the ICB.
Q19.	Would you like to meet with the British Liver Trust and/or a local clinician to find out how you can improve liver disease in your area? (optional)
Not applicable

I hope that this answers your queries with the information we currently hold, but if I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to

Arden & GEM Greater East Midlands Commissioning Support Unit
FOI TEAM/Corporate Communications Team
1st Floor, St John’s House
East Street
Leicester
LE1 6NB

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided the ICB.



The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: telephone 0303 123 1113, 
email icocasework@ico.org.uk and https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/ 

Under the terms of the Open Government Licence, you may use and re-use the information provided within this response (not including logos or photographs), free of charge in any format or medium; unless identified as another party’s copyright.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 

Yours faithfully

Lindsay Parker
Senior Freedom of Information Officer

On behalf of 
NHS Lincolnshire ICB


               Sir Andrew Cash, Interim ICB Chair and Mr John Turner, Chief Executive
               www.lincolnshire.icb.nhs.uk 
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